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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 12 are pending in this office 
action. 

2. Claims 1 - 12 are rejected in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 , 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,815,704 issued to Shigeyoshi 
Shimotsuji et al (hereafter "Shimotsuji"). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form retrieving system 
comprising: 

character string extracting means for extracting a character string out of each of 
plural data input forms containing character strings (see column 1 , lines 55 - 57); 

extracting conditions input means for inputting a condition of extracting a 
specific data input form out of the plural data input forms (see column 1 , lines 37 - 39 
and column 2, line 15); and 
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data input form extracting means for extracting the specific data input form by 
retrieving the character string extracted by the character string extracting means in 
accordance with the extracting condition inputted by the extracting condition input 
means (see column 2, lines 15-17). 

However, Shimotsuji does not disclose the claimed character string extracting 
means in detail/as for extracting a character string out of each of plural data input forms 
containing character strings: Shimotsuji teaches character-line extracting means for 
extracting line data and character data from the input image data which includes 
characters, shapes lines, dots (plural forms), Figs 7, 1 1A - 1 1C. The character line 
extraction mean extracts line/character data from the input image of the form. The line 
data and the character data are the same as those of the registered form to be 
retrieved, and used as a retrieval key. Therefore, by inputting the blank form to be 
retrieved, similar form is easily retrieved according to the format data (line, character are 
the input to the blank form). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Shimotsuji wherein character-line 
extraction means for extracting line data and character data from the input image data 
extracts character string out of each of plural data input forms containing character 
strings. The motivation is providing a document filing apparatus and method for 
effectively registering a new document in file memory and for easily retrieving the 
document from the file memory. 
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Regarding claim 2, Shimotsuji teaches all the character strings contained in each 
of the plural data input forms are extracted (see column 1 , lines 55 - 57; where 
"character strings", is read on as "line data and character data"). 

Regarding claim 3, Shimotsuji teaches a specific character string is selected out 
of the character strings contained in the plural data input forms (see column 6, lines 15 
-16). 

Regarding claim 5, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form retrieving method 
comprising: 

extracting a character string out of each of plural data input forms containing 
character strings (see column 1 , lines 55-57 and column 3, lines 46 - 47; "The 
character line extraction section 2 extracts line/character from the input image data"); 

inputting a condition of extracting a specific data input form out of the plural data 
input forms (see column 1, lines 37 - 39 and column 3, lines 48-58; The retrieval 
section 5 retrieves a registered form similar to the new form from the file memory 
section 4. (For example, in FIG. 4, the form B 22 similar to the form A is retrieved.) If a 
similar form is registered in the file memory 4, the document data difference detection 
section 3 detects the difference of the image data between the new form and the similar 
form. The difference data and the specified information of the similar form (i.e., form 
number) are registered in the file memory section 4. For example, in FIG. 4, the 
difference data 23 and the form number 7852631 of the form B are registered"); and 
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extracting the specific data input form by retrieving the extracted character string 
in accordance with the inputted extracting condition (see column 2, lines 15-17 and 
column 8, lines 24 - 29;). 

However, Shimotsuji does not disclose the claimed inputting a condition of 
extracting a specific data input form out of the plural data input forms: Shimotsuji 
teaches "a plurality of characters and lines are extracted from the new form C and the 
user selects the character and line used as the retrieval key from the plurality of 
selected characters and lines. In this case, the registered form including the selected 
character and line is only retrieved from the file memory section 4", column 8, lines 24 - 
29. The inputted extracting condition in this case is that line data and the character data 
are the same as those of the registered form to be retrieved, and used as a retrieval 
key. By inputting the blank form to be retrieved, similar form is easily retrieved according 
to the format data (line, character are the input to the blank form). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Shimotsuji wherein form extracting 
according to the format (line, character input to the blank form) extracts character string 
out of each of plural data input forms containing character strings. The motivation is 
providing a document filing apparatus and method for effectively registering a new 
document in file memory and for easily retrieving the document from the file memory. 
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Claims 6 is essentially the same as claim 2 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a data input form retrieving method rather than a data input form retrieving 
system and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 7 is essentially the same as claim 3 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a data input form retrieving method rather than a data input form retrieving 
system and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 9 is essentially the same as claim 5 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a computer-readable recording medium recording thereon a program for 
causing a computer to execute the steps rather than a data input form retrieving method 
and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 10 is essentially the same as claim 2 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a computer-readable recording medium rather than a data input form 
retrieving system and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 1 1 is essentially the same as claim 3 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a computer-readable recording medium rather than a data input form 
retrieving system and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 
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5. Claims 4, 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Shimotsuji in view of U.S. Patent 5,438,657 issued to 
Eisaku Nakatani (hereinafter "Nakatani"). 



Regarding claim 4, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form retrieving system 
comprising: 

keyword adding means far adding a keyword to each of plural data input forms 
(see column 1 , lines 35 - 36); 

extracting condition input means for inputting a condition of extracting a specific 
data input form .out of the plural data input forms (see column 2, lines 3-4; column 4, 
lines 1 1 - 15 and lines 50 - 58); and 

Shimotsuji does not explicitly teach data input form extracting means for 
extracting the specific data input form by retrieving the keyword added by the keyword 
adding means in accordance with the extracting condition inputted by the extracting 
condition input means. 

Nakatani teaches data input form extracting means for extracting the specific 
data input form by retrieving the keyword added by the keyword adding means in 
accordance with the extracting condition inputted by the extracting condition input 
means (see column 1 1 , lines 18 - 23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Shimotsuji with the teaching of Nakatani 
wherein input form is extracted based on the associated keyword entered. The 
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motivation being that searching for specific character string based on keyword input is 
made easy and less time consuming since keywords are associated with specific input 
forms. 

Claims 8 is essentially the same as claim 4 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a data input form retrieving method rather than a data input form retrieving 
system and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 12 is essentially the same as claim 4 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a computer-readable recording medium recording thereon a program for 
causing a computer to execute the steps rather than a data input form retrieving system 
and therefore rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to 
Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305-8039. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-303- 
3900. 

FE 

May 4, 2003 




